ReCon 300

| " AG SHIELD Mfg.

Proven around the world Rugged, high-speed design Prove it to yourself

From Floridato California, in the Pacific ~ With heavy wall, large diameter rolls Our numbers speak for themselves.
Northwest, across the Plains, in Alaska, running at up to 30 MPH (50 KPH) sur-  Over 900 machines are being used
al across Canada, around Australiain face speed, ReCon 300 can get you by producers who care about making
New Zealand and Europe, you’'rein Re- through enough hay for aday’s baling good hay. Some professional hay
Con country. Whether it’s horse hay, well before lunch. Owners report field makers are running 3 — 9 machines
dairy hay, or grass hay for export, over speeds of 8 — 12 MPH (12—20 KPH) if ~ over BIG acres all season long. On
thelast 5 years ReCon ownerson 3con-  thefields are smooth enough. the other hand many of our custom-
tinents have proven that you CAN make  Thismachineisbuilt for hard work and  ers own aReCon jointly with one or
premium hay, even if the weather doesn’t  big acreages. more neighbors. With its high speed
always co-operate. , ) and capacity, thisis anatural!
Building on our experience with the Multipurpose unit If you can’t justify a mower condi-
ReCon 200 Ag Shield isproud tointro-  ReCon 300 does severa jobs on your tioner, a ReCon following your

duce the ReCon 300. field. Once you have the hay moving 30  swather works well.
Featuring Dual Drive with chains en- MPH, you have many options: -

closed in oil bathsthat significantly ~ 1. ReCon 300isahigh speed super con-

improve chain life, the 300 is even ditioner.

more durable than the 200. We’ve 2. QU'?k'ﬁﬁ[’fUSt therolls opento have a
; . . gentle fluffer.

! mg;rclJved the _bar desfgn to 9'Veb"?‘ ed 3. Movethefinsabit to the side and it
50% larger crimp surface. Combin sets the swath on dry ground.

with 6 times stronger springsthe 300 4 ging them alittle further you have a
crushes up to 50% of stems and swath inverter.

nodes, while still kinking the stalksto 5. Move them abit further and it re-
leave amuch fluffier swath than aflat places the rake to combine 2 swaths
roll machine. into one.

ReCon 300 can handle BIG swaths
at high speed. The heavy power-
train will take the load.

Features that help you make great hay

All Deflectors are adjustable on the ReCon 300—make the hay do what you want it to.

This puts you in control —
swath placement adjusts hy-
draulically from the tractor
seat — combine 2 windrows
up to 12 ft. cuts (L). Fin ex-
tensions (R) combine two
13.5 ft cutsinto one 27 ft.

& Set swaths |eft or right onto dry
ground or just fluff up swaths by
setting the windrow back on the

|
e | i

Top eflector adj ustt

same ground.

Quick-Adjust stopslet yousetthe  \; ochine raises 26 inches hydrauli-

amount of qri mpi ng in seconds_. cally—no wrapping when crossing
closed in oil baths keep chain wear to aminimum You can adjust easily to changing ¢ tfed swaths or backing up. Operating

crops and conditions. height set with screw adjust on cylinder.

Specifications
Roll width PTO speed  3-point Weight
84 inches 540 or 1000 Y 27501b

111 inches 1000 only Y 3075Ib

i f B .
Mechanical driveisover
spec’d and includes a con-
stant velocity joint for

We recommend 75 HP or larger tractors
More power recommended on larger swaths &

Torsion tube and Belleville washers combined

higher speeds S
with fat low pressure tires provide a smooth arp tums.
ride even on bunchgrass fields. ReCon 300 Available from:
picks swaths clean.
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Make Money by Makmg Quall__ty Ha

Quality pays

Whether you’re making hay for yourself or for sale, there’s no
substitute for quality. Getting the product cut, cured, and har-
vested always seems to take too long.

Recon 300 can save you hours— even days when you’re trying
to cure hay. It speeds up drying about 40% and lets you get it
baled BEFORE the showers hit. There’s not much chance of
rain damageif it’s already under cover.

Lesstime in the sun and less dew exposure reduces bleaching —
no more zebrabales! Recon owners have said that they’ve had
the only good hay in 50 miles after there’s been a spell of bad
weather.

Thetrend in transport istoward large square bales. Hay in large
package sguare bales must be extra dry or spoilage and dusting
will be areal problem —ReCon 300 is the insurance you need!
No matter what the crop is, the ReCon 300 will improve the
palatability. Animals love the softer hay that comes with recon-
ditioning. Several comuterized dairies have reported measured
production increases when feeding ReConned product along-
side hay from the same field made their normal way.

Alfalfa hay
When you cut alfalfawith amower conditioner at 70 to 80
percent moisture the hay islimp and ends up flat on the ground
like acow pie.
Thetop leaves dry quickly but the stalks are still aive. The
pores (stomata) close to stop moisture loss and the plantstry to
heal the bruises. The resulting mat tends to stay at 40 to 50
percent moisture.
ReCon 300 re-bruises the stalks to let this last moisture escape.
When the hay is reconditioned after it’s partly cured the stalks
will hold akink and the swath stays fluffed up. The breeze
goes through the swath, not over it, and dries the core.
Most owners plan to cut with amower conditioner and then
recondition 5 to 40 hours later depending on conditions. If the
leaves have dried enough to be fragile, they run first thing in
the morning when there is still dew on the plants. If necessary
they run it at aslower roll speed.
Some operators have said that they were able to bale later that
same day, if the breeze was right, but usually it’s aday later.
In areas where hay takes 4 or 5 days to cure, owners are saving
1to 2 days. Get top RFV and TDN values for your production.
The ReCon 300 will get your hay up in great shape in record
time.

Drying factors

When we’re making hay, we don’t aways think about how the
drying occurs. Even experienced haymakers don’t always take
all dryl ng factors |nto account. The following chart from Un|-

shows the relative effects of vari ous dryl ng factors

Ranges:

3
Temp - 20 Cto 30 C Omin
Wind = 0 to 12 Km/hr 2.5 Bmax ||
Sun - 0.2to 1.0 % 2

RH - 80 to 20 % 15

Effect

1
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The only really significant drying factors are relative humidity
and airflow. The only practical way to control humidity isto
move the windrow to dryer ground. Moving the swath to dryer
ground with arake tends to make atight rope that doesn’t
breath. Air flow is a different matter. If the swath isfluffy, air
can move through freely and really speed drying of the middle
& bottom. If hay is conditioned only at cutting, it istoo limp to
stay fluffed. When the hay is ReConned after first wilt, it’sdry
enough to hold akink and stay fluffed for air flow to complete
dry down quickly. Flat roller machines can’t do this!

Only ReCon reconditions and fluffsin one high speed pass.

Grass hay

Grass hays tend to be tougher to dry than alfalfa. The stalks are
usually harder and have awaxy surface. Ordinary conditioning
rolls have trouble getting them opened up. Even when you cut
with amower conditioner, grass hay tends to form a “thatched
roof” situation. This realy limits airflow and slows drying.
The ReCon kinks the stems and forms a fluffy swath that lets
air flow to the core to completely dry the plant.

The normal workflow on grass hay is similar to afalfa. Cut
today - recondition in 1 — 2 days. If you have a “brown leaf
problem” in timothy, ReConning may be repeated just before
baling. Use the Quick-Adjust stopsto open up the rolls to fluff
instead of crimp to prevent head damage, and raise the top de-
flector to get the hay in the air. The brown leaves will fracture
and drift away from the windrow. Some producers report that
in poor conditions they have run hay through 4-6 times be-
cause of repeated showers and still exported a#2 grade.ReCon
has proven to be the only good way to get hay dried down to
12 percent for double compress-
ing and export to the Pacific
Rim.

Left bale ReConned, right bale not
ReConned- note dark color. This
earned a $20 /bale discount.

damage.

Other crops
In many areas cereal crops such as oats or wheat are a
popular feed source. Their use has been hampered by the
fact that they are very hard to cure. The nodes hold mois-
ture long after the rest of the plant is dry. ReCon 300 cracks
most nodes, and bruises the stalks close enough to al of the
jointsto permit complete dry down in about half the time
that you’d expect using just a mower-conditioner. Thereis
still good color in the product, and much less chance of rain

Green oat hay in
~ Western Australia.
-4 Cut with a mower
- conditioner and

- */then ReConned.
i Dry down time cut
i i almost in half, with
~ | excellent color.

Sudax stalks belnq econned—note wh|te cortex

Sudan grass and its sorghum hybrids can supply huge
amounts of feed per acre. With the large coarse stalks, pal-
atability and drying time have limited their usefulness. The
ReCon 300 thoroughly cracks the stalks to turbocharge dry-
down and make a softer feed that livestock love. You’ll
love it too— bales are denser and easier to handle and
there’s alot less waste in the feed yard. Corn stover also
benefits from a Recon pass. Y ou make much better bales
and have more palatable feed for the stock.

Hemp fibre is a valuable commodity—nbut only if it can be
produced without large headaches. Without conditioning,
round bales are hard to start, loose, hard to handle and
light weight. After a pass with the ReCon, the stalks are
flexible enough to rall tightly with very little fibre dam-
age. Bale weights increased from 925 Ibs. to 1250 Ibs. in
the same field with the same baler. No more fragile hard to
handle bales! Drying time was also cut in HALF.

Reconditioned hemp fibre—note the tight easy to handle bales

ReCon works. Left - Hemp stalks softened up ready for
baling. Right— Alfalfa showing crimps every inch.

Keep your investment reasonable

If you’re the operator adding hay to your rotation, you al-
ready know the price of mower conditioners. Some ReCon
owners have found that cutting with their swather and using
a ReCon, can save big money while making great hay in re-
cord time. Simply cut and ReCon immediately, then make a
second pass after the hay has finished first wilt. You’ll have
soft high quality hay that animals (and customers) will love.


http://www.uwex.edu/ces/forage

